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Exciting times yes our very first newsletter which on regular basis will
keep you updated on the what is happening in the sport and how that
could affect you, all your representatives are elected from active
members of the sport and all have a full understanding of the our sport,
We include names and contact details for your area council member.
Remember we are here to represent you and to do so we need your
opinions.
Before we get to the serious agenda items and for those who are not
familiar with the council system we start this time with a brief outline of
how it all works.

So how does it all work ??
The Kennel Club Liaison Council meets twice a year, the last meeting was on 16 May 2013. Since then
representatives have continued to work with and for the obedience community. The agenda for the meeting
in January will be put together in the coming weeks. So if you have an item you would like added to the
agenda please make contact with one of your area representatives.
Anyone, either individuals or clubs, can submit agenda items for inclusion on the Obedience Council agenda.
There are two ways to do it, either by a formal correctly worded proposal or in a less formal way as a
“discussion item” this latter way is sometimes best as it get the subject into discussions before putting a
formal proposal together involving regulation changes. Other items may be more about policy and as such
will usually be for discussion only. All items require a supporting explanation of why it is there and what
outcome is sought. It is always best to talk things through with your rep before formally submitting an item.
Should a proposal fail to gain sufficient support, through more votes against than for at the Council meeting, it
cannot be re-presented for 2 years. This is KC General Committee policy to avoid items being resubmitted
time and again with the same outcome. For this reason, it is sometimes best to take the discussion item route
first and then perhaps refine your ideas before wording and submitting a formal proposal.
So what happens next if the Council all agree a change to the rules, this is sent on as a recommendation to the
next level up which is the Activities Sub Committee, this comprises of representatives of the other ‘activity’
disciplines including from Obedience, the reason for this is that decisions made in one discipline can have an
effect on other, the ASC has five obedience members on it, it is quite unusual for a recommendation to be
rejected at this stage but not unknown, then finally if approved the proposal goes forward to the General
Committee, again it would very unusual for it to fall at the final stage unless there were implications for other
disciplines.
Just remember that all Kennel Club Obedience changes start with your democratically elected representatives
who can only do their job if you have made them aware of your opinions.

Obedience Council agenda items
Some items have already been received for inclusion in January’s
agenda. Items need to be submitted by 25 October so if you wish
to send an item to one of your representative please do so by this
date.
The full agenda will be published in November where full details
are included on all items. Once the agenda is published all
Council Representatives will seek the views of those in their area.
It is important that you make your views known so that a true
picture can be seen on the whole agenda.
These include;
 Linking Good Citizen with Obedience – shows to run a ‘special’ class for people who have achieved Gold award
 Regulation G34.g – Judges/shows flouting the regulations in ‘special’ classes
 Items from Activities Health Group:
 “It was noted that the Obedience regulation G(c) 1c “In all tests the left hand side of the handler will be

regarded as the “working side””. As competitors have enquired as to whether this could be changed to
both sides. It was noted that this should be referred to the relevant Obedience committee.”
 Obedience Questionnaire
 Obedience newsletter, updating everyone on matters relating to obedience in general.
 Listed Status, a scheme in place for Agility, Rally and HTM for Listed Status organisations to register to run

lower level licenced events
 Booklet - Guide for New Obedience competitors, a more extensive booklet akin to that already in existence for

Agility.
 Obedience information sessions as GCDS clubs
 Improved promotion of Obedience as a discipline through Crufts
 Inclusion of Obedience events in Crufts show guide
 Review of nomination process for Council Representatives.
 Obedience Class Championships with finals at Crufts
 Amendment to the process for Championship Class C draws
 Review the new classes, Introductory and Multi-choice. Receive feedback from judges, competitors and show

organisers.
Stays Exercise
1. keeping stay times as they are
2. reducing the down out of sight stays in Class C from 10 to 7 minutes. That would give a progression of Class
A 3 minutes, Class B 5 minutes and Class C 7 minutes
3. reducing the down out of sight stays in Class B from 5 to 4 minutes and in Class C from 10 to 5 minutes. That
would give a progression of Class A 3 minutes, Class B 4 minutes and Class C 5 minutes. (From Hugh)
4. Plus 2 other submissions on stays, full details will be on the agenda

Some other news items are;
Crufts 2014 will see some changes to the Obedience Competitions taking place over the four days.
Nigel Slater will now judge the Obedience Championships on Friday and Saturday. John Verrill will judge the
Inter-Regional Competition on Thursday. This will be the first year of the new test content, so should be
interesting to see how all the competitors cope with the new exercises. We also have two new team managers
this year, Lou Jackson for the Midlands team and Jenny Lunn for the Southern team. The full list and contact
details are below.
Scotland, Carole Patrick, email, carole.patrick@nhs.net
Northern Ireland, Michael McCartney, email, glencraigdogs@hotmail.com
Northern, Pat Wilson, email, patwilson142@btinternet.com
Midlands, Lou Jackson, email, johnjackson123@btinternet.com
Wales, Jen Jessop, email, jenniferjessop@aol.com
West, Stephanie Woollam, email, Stephanie.woollam@blueyonder.co.uk
South, Jenny Lunn, email, lenkalass@yahoo.co.uk
Stella Henstridge will judge the Obedience World Cup on Sunday. Countries from recent previous years have
been invited to attend, so hopefully we will see another good turnout. The UK team Managers are, Scotland,
Carole Patrick; Northern Ireland, Michael McCartney; Wales, Jen Jessop; and England, Herbie Watson. Herbie
has stepped in for 2014 as the usual team manager, Stella Henstridge, is judging the event.
The new Kennel Club Web site is now launched.
It is certainly much easier to navigate and has information on all aspects of obedience.
Specimen show schedules are available to download for Limit, Open and Championship shows. These are
currently under review and updated versions effective from January 2014 will be posted in the next few
weeks. Thus, if possible it is best to wait for these before preparing your 2014 schedule.

Crufts Obedience Information Stand
Steve Rutter will be in charge of setting up the stand
for Crufts 2014. He will be looking for volunteers to
help him man the stand over the four days. Entry
tickets for one day can be made available to those who
are willing to give at least 2 hours on that day.
This has grown since its introduction and has become
a popular focal point in the obedience area on Hall 5. It
is a busy area now with many using it as an
information point.
It is our opportunity to sell obedience to others
attending Crufts, so please, if you can support this
venture.

Kennel Club 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2015
Obedience Liaison Council Representatives
Midlands, Mrs Bev Smith, 99 Highfields Road,
Chasetown, Staffs, WS7 4QS, Tel: 01543 674238, Email:
beverley.j.smith@bt.com

Scotland, Mr Andrew Kousourou, Actim, 8 Powburn
Crescent, Kylepark, Uddingston, S Lanarkshire, G71 7SS
Tel: 01698 813817,Email:
andrew.kousourou@virginmedia.com

Midlands, Mr Roy Page, 2 The Glade, Shoal Hill,
Cannock, Staffs, WS11 1JH, Tel: 01543 505820, Email:
shelaghandroy@showprinting.freeserve.co.uk

Scotland, Mr Jim McIntosh, 45 Shawstonfoot Road,
Bellside, Cleland, Lanarkshire ML1 5NY, Tel: 01698
860358

Midlands, Mrs Mary Ray, 13 Helmdon Close, Rugby,
Warks, CV21 1RS, Tel: 01788 561253,
E-mail drayped@aol.com

South & South West, Mrs Sue Garner, Oakwood,
Tethering Drove, Hale, Fordingbridge, Hampshire, SP6
2NH, Tel: 01725 511 117,Email:
suegarner4dogs@btinternet.com

North East, Miss Annette Benoist, 14 Marine Gardens,
Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear, NE26 1EQ, Tel: 07702
469743, Email: girlsplusone@yahoo.com

South & South West, Mrs Stella Henstridge, 104 The
Crescent, Andover, Hampshire, SP10 3BN, Tel: 01264
360257, Email: stella_henstridge@sky.com

North East, Mrs Debra Lavender, 63 Weetshaw Close,
Shafton, Nr Barnsley, S72 8PZ, Tel: 01226 715980,
Email: debralavender60@yahoo.co.uk

South East & East Anglia, Mr Robert Harlow,
Starhaven, Sundridge Road, Chevening, Sevenoaks,
Kent TN14 6HB, Tel: 01732 462216, Email:
rharlow@btconnect.com

North West, Mr Steve Rutter, Galgate, 80 Long Lane,
Orford, Warrington, Cheshire, WA2 8PX, Tel: 01925
656175, Email: steve.rutter@tiscali.co.uk

South East & East Anglia, Mr Peter Lubbi, Layash, 2
Celia Crescent, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 3NW, Tel:
01784 258334,Email: layash2@aol.com

North West, Mr Ray Wakelin, 41 Sandringham Road,
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester, M28 1LX, Tel: 0161
790 8553,Email: dogomatic@ntlworld.com

South East & East Anglia, Mr Hugh Wynne, 10 Harding
Close, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9RH, Tel: 01223
860991,Email: hughwynne@btinternet.com

Northern Ireland, Mr Michael McCartney, Glen-Craig,
28 Moneybroom Road, Lisburn, Co. Antrim, BT28 2QP,
Tel: 028 9262 2992,Email: glencraigdogs@hotmail.com

Wales, Mr Dave Garrett, 69 Blaendare Road,
Pontypool, Gwent, NP4 5RU, Tel: 01495 764570, Email:
davegjgarrett@aol.com
Wales, Mrs Jen Jessop, Broad Eaves, Chepstow Road,
Langstone, Newport, Gwent, NP18 2JP, Tel: 01633
412860,Email: jenniferjessop@aol.com

Remember that we will all be pleased
to receive you opinions and comments
via all channels but an area meeting will
still give us all the chance to fully debate
any proposed changes or indeed any
subject that concerns you as a
competitor

